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Dear RAB members and others with interest, at our August meeting, Mr. Charles 
Mortensen provided an overview of the basewide groundwater investigation conducted at 
Port Hueneme.  The results show that there are no true plumes at Hueneme except the 
contained MTBE plume.  Groundwater contamination detected below the designated IR 
sites is minimal but requires further investigation at Sites 9, 14, 20, and 2 other monitor-
ing well locations. At the November 7 meeting, Mike Gonzales, Southwest Division IR Pro-
gram Manager will discuss schedules and budget for work at Hueneme and Mugu during the 
coming year.  

Mugu 
Site 24…. 

Phase II, the aerobic phase, of the biore-
mediation pilot involving the injection of 
methane and oxygen continues to show 
excellent results.  Groundwater sampling 
for solvent and vinyl chloride (a degrada-
tion byproduct) occurs every week.  The 
levels of vinyl chloride have been reduced 
from 700 parts per billion to 100 parts 
per billion since this phase began in June.  
The goal is to reach 5 parts per billion, 
which would eventually allow safe use of 
the site for office workers.     The added 
benefit of this method is its relatively 
low cost.  Phase II will continue through 
December of this year. 

Site 11, the Lagoon… 

The Ecological Risk Assessment sampling, 
completed in June, will result in a draft 
report in November.  This is slightly be-
hind schedule.  The results and recom-
mendations will also draw on some sam-
pling done in 1997.  The sampling in June 
came at a very opportune time because of 
the four-year and continuing drought con-
ditions, which strictly minimizes the po-
tential effects of off-site contaminants 
from storm water runoff. 

    

Site 6… 

You may recall that contractual issues plagued 
this site at our last meeting.  These have 
since been resolved, allowing equipment identi-
cal to that at Site 24 to be installed during 
the month of September and continuing this 
month.  The system should be operational by 
November 1.  Contamination at this site is the 
same as at Site 24, however the site is twice 
as deep and twice as wide.  Still, contamination 
remains confined to the semi-perched aquifer 
and poses no threat to drinking water sources.   

Other news… 

The Department of Defense is inventorying 
old ranges for the purpose of including them 
in the IRP when and where appropriate.  The 
results of the inventory will also help deter-
mine the priority of each range in the cleanup 
Risk Ranking Evaluation Model (RREM).  
Ranges at Mugu and Hueneme were invento-
ried in January, 2000 with a follow-up survey 
in February 2002.  The Mugu site has 5 ranges 
currently undergoing a preliminary investiga-
tion; Hueneme has 3 ranges.  One range actu-
ally was closed and is classified as a formally 
used defense site and is under management 
with the U.S. Army, the remaining two are 
ranked low since neither are impacting the 
environment.  
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FIGURE 1.  LOCATION OF IRP SITE #20 IN THE NORTH-
WEST SECTION OF THE PORT HUENEME SITE. 

That’s our news since August.  Please make plans to join 
us on November 7.  If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to call me, Gail Pringle, at 989-9256 or 
982-2969, or e-mail pringlegl@nbvc.navy.mil.   

HUENEME 

Site #12B … 

Another 400 cubic yards of PCB contaminated 
soil was removed from this site.  Recall from 
previous reports that the original contractor 
reached their contract limit both in capacity, 
that is, the amount of material they can remove, 
as well as the contracting time period.  Both of 
these limits were met before they were able to 
remove all the contamination – our original esti-
mate of PCB (polychlorinated biphenyl) contami-
nated soil was low.  This resulted in some delays 
but finally a new construction firm was awarded  
to continue and finalize the work.  All the open 
work was backfilled with clean fill material and 
then an asphalt patch was placed to match the 
surrounding asphalt.  We, unfortunately, were 
unable to get all of the contaminated soil since 
the contamination is also present below an adja-
cent building at the site.  The PCB contaminated 
soil located below the building will remain in 
place.  The site will remain in this status unless 
the building is demolished.  At that time, we will 
determine what additional efforts will be re-
quired to close the site.   

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB) expressed concern regarding 
whether or not any PCBs had been leached into 
the underlying aquifer.  An On-Scene Coordina-
tor report will be published at the end of Octo-
ber that will detail all aspects of the soil re-
moval project.  The report will be forwarded to 
the regional water board for review; some addi-
tional work may be required by the water board 
to confirm or deny the presence of PCBs in the 
aquifer. 

Site #20 …        

This site has been quiet for some time due to 
attention being given to other sites that re-
quired more immediate attention.  As a review, 
IRP Site #20 is located on the northwest sec-
tion of the base, immediately east of West Road 
as shown in Figure 1.  The site contains various 
hydrocarbon products that originated from 
three underground tank that stored diesel fuel 
and waste oil.  

We completed a draft engineering evaluation and 

cost analysis (EE/CA) report for the site.  Based on a 
comparative analyses of the removal action alterna-
tives, the report recommends “excavation and off-site 
disposal” as the removal action alternative.  This alter-
native was recommended as it provides the best long-
term effectiveness, is protective of human health, and 
can be implemented easily and quickly.   

NETTS… 

Mr. Ernie Lory is still alive and well and together with 
his team, continues to work to bring new technologies 
to Hueneme.  Preliminary discussions are underway with 
the EPA to construct a spill research facility adjacent 
to the landfarm.  This facility would be used as a re-
search tool for investigating various aspects of con-
taminant migration, detection, and remediation in satu-
rated and unsaturated material.  Once the facility is 
approved, he will provide an overview for the RAB.   


